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A Message 


FROM 


THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION 


November the eleventh, Remembrance Day, this year falls 
on a Sunday. | trust, however, that every school in Ontario will 
arrange a service of Remembrance on Friday, November 9th. It is 
most important and fitting that our schools should set aside time 
during this day to encourage boys and girls to look back in time, 
clearly, reflectively and solemnly, at all that our nation commem- 
orates by observing November 11th as Remembrance Day. 


Teachers may use the form of service provided in this booklet, 
or they may prefer a programme adapted to local customs and 
traditions; it is the spirit of such a service that is of prime importance. 
Surroundings that help to establish the significance and solemnity of 
the occasion may help that spirit, but it should prevail in all observ- 
ances whether they are held in the classroom, the auditorium, around 
the flagpole in the school grounds, or at a civic War Memorial near 


the school. 

In this spirit of remembrance and meditation our pupils should 
realize that peace, security and freedom have only been preserved 
at great cost and sacrifice. They should also be guided to look to 
the future with a sense of service and responsibility so that our 
hallowed traditions may be observed and honoured. 


fol Robath 


November, 1962. Minister of Education. 
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PREFACE 
PII 


Among the several days in the calendar of special events in our schools, 
Remembrance Day has an important and solemn place. 


It is impossible for children to remember what they have not known or 
experienced. It is therefore desirable that students be prepared as to the signifi- 
cance of Remembrance Day in lessons prior to the Remembrance Day Service. 
The meaning of this special day may be illustrated in lessons in such subjects 
as history, social studies, literature, art and music. 


This booklet is intended as a possible source of materials for use in a 
service of remembrance, but its use in whole or in part is optional. 


This year we have been favoured with messages from His Excellency, the 
Governor-General, General H. D. G. Crerar and the Directors of the Chaplain 
Services of the Canadian Army. 


His Excellency, Major General Georges P. Vanier, D.S.O., M.C., C.D., was 
a distinguished soldier in World War | and played an important part in the 
signing of various peace treaties at the end of Warld War Il. 


General H. D. G. Crerar, C.H., C.B., D.S.O., C.D., served in both World Wars. 
During the First World War he revealed himself as a great artillery tactician. 
During the Second World War he became General Officer in command of the 
First Canadian Army. General Crerar’s message recalls his experiences of 
Armistice Day in 1918 when he moved with the Canadian troops into Mons. 
He recalls the great reception that he and his soldiers received. 


The two Directors of the Chaplain Services, Colonel J. P. Browne, M.C., C.D., 
and Colonel H. Charlebois, C.D., who minister to the spiritual needs of men and 
women in uniform, also have messages of special significance. 


These messages by men, who have contributed so much in our struggle 
for freedom and for the survival of all this is dignified and good, may be read 
during the Remembrance Service or in class, or may be posted on a special 
Remembrance Day bulletin board. 


It is suggested that principals and teachers should plan a service best 
suited to the age and background of students who will participate. In planning 
a service, local resources should be used. If there is a Roll of Honour in the 
school, it will have recognition on this day. 


A possible form of Remembrance Day Service follows: 
Hymn 

The Lord's Prayer 

Selected Scripture Reading 


ee ee i 


A Short Address, a reading of the messages from this booklet, or, for 
very young pupils, a story or an explanation of the Act of Remembrance 


On 


Sentences of Remembrance 

The Last Post, Meditation and Reveille — this musical rite has great 
meaning and poignancy for the adult community, especially ex-service 
men, and possibly senior students. It will have little significance for 
younger pupils unless its origin and symbolism are explained. 
Dedication 

O Canada 

God Save the Queen. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/suggestedformofsOO0onta_5 


Karsh, Ottawa 


His Excellency, the Governor-General 


GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
OTTAWA 


Ath, October, 1962 


November 11th is not just a holiday. It is a Day of Remem- 
brance and of Thanksgiving. Its purpose is to remind all of us 
that many, many thousands of Canadians suffered injury and death 


so that you and | might live in happines and peace. 


They were mostly young people, many not much older than 
some of you to whom | am writing now, and they gave everything 
they had, even life itself, in order to preserve for us the things 


we love. 


The magnitude of their sacrifice should be the measure of our 
gratitude. It would be wrong for us to confine its expression to a 
few words, a solemn ceremony on Remembrance Day. In giving 
up their lives these young sailors, soldiers and airmen proclaimed 


their conviction that freedom and peace are worth dying for. 


Important as marks of respect are, it is more important that we 
show true appreciation by fostering and cherishing the ideals and 


values for which they died. 


November, 1962. 


GENERAL CRERAR’S 
MESSAGE 


477 MANOR AVENUE 
OTTAWA 


| have been asked by the 
Department of Education to write 
a short message, to those attend- 
ing school, concerning the meaning 
of Remembrance Day. 

That day means a great deal to those who were in, or had 
relatives, or close friends, who were, or had been in, the Armed 
Forces of Canada on November 11, 1918. In the Canadian Army, 
alone, we had lost some 65,000 men by that date. You can imagine 
how all surviving ranks experienced great relief on getting that 
message on the evening of November 10, that an Armistice had 
been arranged with the German Army, and would come into force, 
the next day, November 11, at 11 a.m. 

Well, my active service days were definitely over—and the 
days and nights (1 was a ‘‘gunner’’ officer) had been very active 
since 1914. | sent for my groom and told him that we would be 
on our way to Mons—from which historic city Canadian Heavy 
Artillery, and my own Counter Battery Headquarters were only a 
few miles away—in the morning, after a very early breakfast. He 
was to strap a nose-bag of oats on each horse, and we would each 
take a sandwich for ourselves. 

We rode in to Mons with the leading Company of the Princess 
Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry. It was a very moving and 
exciting experience for all. The inhabitants thronged the streets— 
and the welcome they gave to all the Canadians was terrific ! 
Certainly, my groom and | did not need our sandwiches. Refresh- 
ment was being thrust on us. 

This is not a message to you all. It’s a brief statement of 
happenings on that day. And, the statement is neither solemn, nor 
important. It just is true as to the occasion and of the entry into 
Mons of the Canadians on November 11, 1918. 


September, 1962. General. 


REMEMBRANCE 


By 
COLONEL J. P. BROWNE, M.C., D.C., Director of Chaplain Services (Protestant) Canadian Army. 


FIRS 


There is an old Scottish legend that is told about the Farquarson Clan. When 
the Call to Arms was sounded the Clansmen assembled on a high hill. Each 
carried a stone to the Council of War, and these were solemnly piled in the centre 
of the council ring. 


When the battle was over, whether it was victory or defeat, the Clansmen 
reassembled upon the hill. Each man picked up a stone from the pile. Those 
stones that remained, because there was no warrior to claim them, became the 
Cairn of Remembrance for the Clan. 


In all the cities, towns and villages across our land, there are memorials 
of various forms, that are Cairns of Remembrance, to those who went out 
from their respective communities, and gave up their lives in great national 
struggles. 


It is good for men to remember. We ought to recall into lively awareness, 
the experiences of joy, or sorrow, or victory, or defeat that have shaped our 
present way of living. Otherwise we lose all sense of value and respect for 
men and their deeds. 


There are evil and tyrannical forces that would enslave men, and use them 
for selfish ends. Whatever measures of truth and justice and liberty and com- 
passion have been established among us, are there because of the sacrificial 
deeds of very many honest and courageous men. 


The struggle is unending! The dignity of man, his spiritual freedom and 
personal liberties are only perpetuated and expanded, as long as there are 
those in our midst, who, encouraged and inspired by the memory of struggles 
and sacrifices of other men, are willing to proclaim their own faith, and their 
determination to preserve it. 


‘Sound, sound the clarion, fill the fife 
To all the sensual world proclaim, 
One crowded hour of glorious life 

ls worth an age without a name. 


Scott (Old Mortality) 


They grow not old, as we that are left grow old. 

Age shall not weary, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the Sun, and in the Morning 
We will remember them. 


Lawrence Binyon (For the Fallen) 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY MESSAGE 


By 
COLONEL H. CHARLEBOIS, C.D., Director of Chaplain Services (Roman Catholic) Canadian Army. 


DIRS 


Liberty means value to a government. It means credit. It is not so much 
the land that makes the nation wealthy, nor the climate, nor the riches and 
pleasures of a chosen few, but the safety of its many people and the laws which 


respect the person and provide truly Christian freedom. 


We gather today to honour men who fell, not in self defence or even in 
defending homes, but in defending ideals which give value to our country. They 
live beyond their age and died that others might be free. They had known the 
blessings of our country and they left everything, they braved everything, they 


lost everything but honour for our sake. Their country is their monument. 


There are things back of them that shaped their lives, that cheered them 
when they fought and gave a warmer pressure to their kindly hands, that lit 


their eyes anew with hope; these were the souls within them. 


We reassure these in memory, and we have faith that by-and-by the fond 
faces will be seen again, and all the lost things will come back to us like songs 
we've heard and friends we've listened to, and parted with, and we will wait 


to meet them, and greet them in the glad hereafter. 
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A SUGGESTED FORM OF SERVICE 
FOR REMEMBRANCE DAY 


For 
THE SCHOOL DAY PRECEDING NOVEMBER 11TH 
Rie ime tlhe. ek aie ls et da. cep deye. O God Our Help in Ages Past. 
BRA YER Bars. sOCth IOI Py WD Reb. WRU OHOSe Lagat. 5 The Lord's Prayer. 
SORIURE READING tery. ee eee One of the following readings 


or any other suitable selection. 


SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS 


SCRIPTURE READING . . . Ecclesiasticus, Chapter XLIV (The Apocrypha). 


Let us now praise famous men, 
And our Fathers that begat us. 
The Lord hath wrought great glory by them, 
Through his great power from the beginning. 
Such as did bear rule in their kingdoms, 
Men renowned for their power, 
Giving counsel by their understanding, 
And declaring prophecies: 
Leaders of the people by their counsels, 
And by their knowledge of learning meet for the people, 
Wise and eloquent in their instructions, 
Such as found out musical tunes, 
And recited verses in writing, 
Rich men furnished with ability, 
Living peaceably in their habitations. 
All these were honoured in their generations, 
and were the glory of their times. 
There be of them, that have left a name behind them, 
That their praises might be reported. 
And some there be, which have no memorial, 
Who are perished as though they had never been, 
And are become as though they had never been born. 
And their children after them. 
But these were merciful men, 
Whose righteousness hath not been forgotten. 
With their seed shall continually remain a good inheritance, 
And their children are within the covenant. 
Their seed stands fast, 
And their children for their sakes, 
Their seed shall remain for ever, 
And their glory shall not be blotted out. 
Their bodies are buried in peace, 
But their name liveth for evermore. 


PSALM 23. A PSALM OF DAVID 


The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still 
waters. 

He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's 
sake. 

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no 
evil; for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou anointest 
my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and | will 
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 


REVELATIONS — Chapfer 21, verses 1 to 5. 


1. And | saw a new heaven and new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 

2. And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem coming down from God out 
of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

3. And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

4. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain; for the former things are passed away. 

5. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | make all things new. And 
he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 


EPHESIANS — Chapter 6, verses 10 to 18. 


10. Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 

11. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. 

12. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. 

13. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

14. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the 
breastplate of righteousness: 

15. And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace: 

16. Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked. 

17. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God: | 

18. Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching 
there unto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints: 


SENTENCES OF REMEMBRANCE AND DEDICATION 


In this Remembrance Day Service 


LET US REMEMBER all those who laid the foundations of our land; the discoverers 
and explorers who led the way to the new continent; the pioneer settlers and their 
wives who made the first homes in this new land and raised their families in the 
face of every difficulty and danger; the men who cleared the farms, laid out the 
roads, and established schools and churches; the men who, advancing always into 
the wilderness, extended the areas of settlement and endured all the hardships, 
which fall to the lot of those who lead the way for others to follow. 


LET US REMEMBER all those who have served, through the years of our history, 
in the defence of our country, in Canada and in distant lands, on the high seas, 
and in the air. 


LET US REMEMBER particularly the men who laid down their lives for their country, 
who died in far places, some of them having no memorial, and especially let us 
remember those who died in two World Wars whose names are inscribed on the 
Honour Roll of this school. 


LET US BE THANKFUL for the democratic way of life, which provides for all a part 
in the government of our country and places an unlimited opportunity for advance- 
ment and success within the reach of each one of us. 


LET US BE THANKFUL for the citizenship that is our privilege, remembering that it 
has been won at a great price and must be defended, and remembering that 
citizenship means equality for every race and colour and creed of all those who are 
proud to call themselves Canadians. | 


LET US BE GRATEFUL for all the blessings that we enjoy in this land, for the 
comforts and plenty that come to us from the labour of others in farm and factory 
and from peaceful trade with other nations. 


LET US BE THANKFUL for the great freedoms that we have inherited from the wise 
planning of those who have gone before us; for freedom of speech and religion, 
for freedom from want and fear, and for all that this means in a troubled world. 


O Lord our God, whose name only is excellent and thy praise above heaven and 
earth: We give thee high praise and hearty thanks for all those who counted not 
their lives dear unto themselves but laid them down for their friends; beseeching 
thee to give them a part and a lot in those good things which thou hast prepared 
for all those whose names are written in the Book of Life; and grant us, that having 
them always in remembrance, we may imitate their faithfulness and with them 
inherit the new name which thou hast promised to them that overcome; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Lord, make us instruments of thy peace. 


Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is discord, union; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy; 

for thy mercy and for thy truth's sake. 


St. Francis of Assisi 


O God our Father, who hast raised up for us many benefactors, known and 
unknown, remembered and forgotten, whose harvest we today are reaping: 
Make us also faithful in this our day, that we may sow a generous harvest, 
which others shall reap hereafter; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Christina Rossetti 


O Almighty Lord, and everlasting God, vouchsafe, we beseech thee, to direct, 
sanctify, and govern both our hearts and bodies, in the way of thy laws, and 
in the works of thy commandments; that through thy most mighty protection, 
both here and ever, we may be preserved in body and soul; through our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


IKE 


DEDICATION 


Remembering all those who have gone before, whose lives were devoted to 
the service of our country, and all the benefits and privileges that we enjoy in 
this great land. 


LET US ALL PLEDGE OURSELVES to be worthy of our high citizenship, to be 
ready at all times to defend it, and to live all our lives in such a way as to keep 
our country great and free, respected and beloved throughout the world. May 
God help us and keep us in this intention. Amen. 
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